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What a great start to the New Year; we had 45 assemble for breakfast at the new barbecues in Anzac 

Park ï funded by the Rotary Club of Tamworth First Light.   

 

For this, our appreciation goes to Ron Allen, Julian Smith and various committee members who have 

put a lot of time and effort into achieving the end result over the last two years. 

 

A big welcome back to Norm Dezius who is recovering very well from a major operation of his 

cervical spinal column;  he is much freer of pain.  Norm was ably assisted by his wife Jeanette and is 

looking forward to coming back and participating with the club in the not too distant future. 

 

Welcome also to our memberôs guests, Peter, Di & Paul. 

 

Donôt forget, help is needed with the following events: 

 

1. Brian Yeo ï Country Music Cavalcade marshalling at 6.30 am ï about 12 helpers are required.  

Contact Brian Yeo 

2. Bob Kirchner is seeking assistance throughout the 10 days of the Festival in ushering and selling 

raffle tickets for the Smokey Dawson Tribute Statue ï contact Brian Logan 

3. RYAG ï Equine ï assistance is required to form a committee for this event in April/May 2010.  

Contact Annette Arthur 

4. FAIM trip to Papua New Guinea will now be April/May 2010.  anybody interested in this great 

experience please contact Vicki Cooper. 

 

Once again, a big thank you to Brian Logan, Steve Mitchell, Tim Coates and Michael Smith for their 

assistance in preparing the setting up/cleaning up for our New Year breakfast which as usual, went off 

without a hitch. 

 

Donôt forget next week is back at the Sanctuary Inn  -  Happy New Year to you all. 

David 

www.tamworthfirstlight.org.au          13 January 2010 ï Meeting #992 

 
  Brettõs Banter ð 

But Daveõs Rave 
Quote of the week 
 
ñIf it is true that we are here to help others, then 

what exactly are the others here for?ò 

 

George Carlin 

  George Carlin 

http://www.tamworthfirstlight.org.au/


 

 -2- 

AN D FOR THE NEWS  
 

Great to welcome back Norm Dezius ð he has been 

through so much with his back, but on the mend at 

last....  Norm also extended his thanks for making him 

feel so much part of the group and particularly Phil 

Heffernan and P aul Stevenson for the support and 

friendship they have offered over the past months.  

 
GSE Team will be here 18 ï 20 February 2009 and each Club will billet ï We 
have a 29 year old Librarian ï Meg Larkin will organise her vocational tour of the 
Library etc ï just need the accommodation ï please contact Vicki Cooper as soon 
as possible re billeting. -  0412 802 215.  Recommend we attend Tamworth 
Sunrise on Friday, 19 February for the GSE team presentation. 
 
Papua / New Guinea trip will be early May 2010 for about two weeks ï if 
interested, again contact Vicki Cooper ï 0412 802 215 
 
 

ATTENTION VOCATION AND YOUTH COMMITTEES: 
Annette felt too many members away who have since said they 
would be interested in supporting ï looking at May 2010 to hold  
the RYAG Equine program. 
Annette Arthur and John Worldon will organise another meeting 
but would appreciate ñvolunteersò for the following areas to 
come forward ï catering, group supervision both day and night, 
letters seeking sponsors and letters to schools seeking 
students, suggestions for guest speakers.  Please contact 
Annette Arthur ï 0418 243 835 or 
John Worldon ï 0412 374 371 to express your interest. 
 
Congratulations  to Neil Lyon who will be moving back to Sydney later this 

month to begin work as the Deputy Edit or for The Land newspaper based in 

North Richmond ð he will be sadly missed by his fellow Rotarians....  
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COUNTRY MUSIC CAVALCADE 
Brian Yeo is seeking volunteers for Saturday, 23 January 

2010 at 6:30 AM ð only a couple of hours to organise 

floats into correct positions etc ð easy work ð please 

contact Brian Yeo on 0428 594 147 or he will contact 

YOU at breakfast next Wednesday!!! 

 

CALENDAR 2009/2010 EVENTS  
26 January  Combined Rotary Clubs involved all day Bicentennial Park 
 

03 February  Vocational Visit to Oncology Unit 

08 February  GSE visit to Tamworth  

22 ï 28 February  Australia-wide Campaign for PolioPlus 

 

06 March  1,000
th

 First Light Meeting CELEBRATIONS  

12 ï 14 March  District 9650 Conference, Port Macquarie ï Book accommodation early  

15 ï 17 March Science & Engineering Challenge 

 

1 / 2 May  NSW Cancer Council ï Relay for Life 

19 May  Careerôs Expo - TRECC 

19 June  Tamworth First Light Changeover & Charter CELEBRATIONS   

29 June  Tamworth Clubôs Changeover and Anniversary - 20 Years 

30 June  District  Changeover 

 
*****  

 

Husband and wife are shopping when the man picks up a crate of Tooheys and 

sticks them into the trolley.  

 

What do you think you're doing?' asks the wife  

 

'They're on special, only $30 for 24 cans', he says  

 

'Put them back. We can't affo rd it,' says the wife and they carry on shopping...  

 

A few aisles later the woman picks up a $60 jar of face cream and sticks it into the 

trolley.  

 

'What do you think you're doing?' asks the man  

 

'It's my face cream. It makes me look beautiful,' she says  

 

The man replies... 'SO DOES 24 CANS OF TOOHEYS AND IT'S HALF THE 

BLOODY PRICE' !!!  
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CALL FOR SUGGESTIONS for DISTRICT GOVERNOR 2012-13 

Closing Time and Date:  4pm Friday 19 February 2010 
In accordance with the requirements of the Rotary International (RI) By-laws 
Article 13.020 and the Code of Policies of RI District 9650 Inc Article 4.05.2, your 
District Governor is seeking suggestions from the District Clubs for consideration 
for the position of District Governor for 2012- 2013. The successful candidate will 
follow Jo Wilkin (2010-2011) and Barry Hacker (2011-2012) as District Governor 
of District 9650. 
 
Nominations are to be in the hands of myself, the District Secretary at 9 Marsden 
Crescent, Port Macquarie 2444 by 4:00pm Friday 19 February 2010. 
 
When considering suggestions for District Governor, attention is drawn to Rotary 
International Bylaws Articles 15.070 through to 15.090. 
The Nominating Committee for Governor will meet on Thursday 11 March 2010 to 
consider the selection of a suitable candidate for District Governor Nominee. 
Laurie Barber, District Secretary. 
 

***** 
 

VOCATIONAL SERVICE  
A reminder for Vocational Services chairpersons, Presidents, secretaries, 

Uncle Tom Cobley and all ...  

 

With the approach of longer breaks and fewer club meetings  it's time to start 

thinking about Applications for  District Awards - of which there are two in 

Vocational Services which will be awarded at Conference:  

 

District Award to Clubs for outstanding Vocational Services project/s - the 

PDG Kevin Hardes Award ð see page 17 of your Vocational Service Director's 

KwickStart Manual - or see the same information on the  'Vocational Service' 

section of the District web page - follow the link to 'Rotary Awards for 

Vocational  Excellence' which is located above the list of committee members. 

Applications (on Club letterhead) close no  later than Friday January 29th 

2010. 

 

Rotary Award for Vocational Excellence - pages 7 - 8 of your Vocational 

Service Director's KwickStart Manual  and 'Vocational Service' section of 

District we b site. Nomination form is available on the 'Vocational Service'  

section of the District web page - follow the link to 'Rotary Awards for 

Vocational Excellence' which is located  above the list of committee members. 

Applications close no later than Friday , 29 January  2010.  
 

 



 

 -5- 

Mini-Vocational 
Neil Lyon ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ά¢ƘŜ [ŀƴŘέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ 
Richmond and Neil has been with Rural Press for 21 years.  The Land is a state 
wide paper covering farming issues.  Neil travels considerable distances for a 
story including the photography for his stories.  Like any daily paper, he still is 
controlled by deadline pressures. All stories go on line once the paper is 
printed. 
 
Neil was born on the land ς broad acre farming and wanted to stay in the 
counǘǊȅ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ άƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘέ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƘŜ [ŀƴŘΦ  
The paper has a low turnover of readership and a strong sense of loyalty by its 
readers ς ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ άǊƛƎƘǘέ ǘƻ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άǊƛƎƘǘέ 
to comment about articles etc ς the paper is read by 2.2 people each week. 
 
After 15 years in Tamworth Neil will be taking a promotion and moving to 
North Richmond at the end of January as the Deputy Editor.  One of the things 
he has most enjoyed in his time in Tamworth is his ten years as a Rotarian and 
wonders what he will find with the Rotary Clubs in Richmond.... 
 

*****  

 

SMOKEY DAWSON MEMORIAL APPEAL  
 

Bob Kirchner appreciated the opportunity to speak with Tamworth First Light today ï he 

was seeking the Clubôs support over the week of the Festival to promote the sale of raffle 

tickets - $5 per ticket ï books of 20 tickets for business houses to possibly sell and / or 

donate to the Appeal ï tax deductible to make it more attractive.  He was seeking groups 

to attend the major venues for a couple of hours prior to the concert to sell the tickets such 

as AELEC (Rodeo particularly), TRECC Awards Night, the Last Roundup and possible 

Wests and West Diggers.   

 

Would also appreciate marshalls this Monday evening for the Memorial Concert for 

Smokey Dawson at the Tamworth Town Hall plus ticket sellers.   

 

The Memorial Appeal is aiming to raise $75,000 minimum and if we could sell all raffle 

tickets that would be $5,000 towards the Appeal.  Main prize is $2,000 for RM Williams 

products...... 

 

Those who are interested please contact Brian Logan on 0428 426 191 URGENTLY  
 

 

*****  
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CHRISTENING THE NEW BARBECUES AT ANZAC PARK  
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WEDNESDAY, 13 JANUARY 2010  

 

 

 


