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Spring is in the Air 

 

 



 

 

 

Diary Notes and Dates 

Post Office Hotel Social  Friday 15 September 2017 

Gloucester Tri Challenge 10 September 2017. Ride, Paddle and Run. 

  www.gloucestertri.com.au 

Rotary Convention 

 Toronto , Ontario, Canada. 

23 – 27 June 2018 

riconvention.org 

*********** 

ARRIVALS:  

DEPARTURES Max Cathcart; Lesley Hood, Anne Jacob; Steve Hawkins, Marina Lawrence; 
Phil Penman; John Worldon; Rob Sharp; Christine Shewry; Jane Bradford & Elizabeth Gill, 
Steve Massey; Richard Walker 

Congratulations 
Barry Rassin of the Bahamas is the World President Elect for  2018/2019 

 

Mark Daniel Maloney of Alabama USA is World President Nominee for  

2019/2020 

‘Do not regret getting older. It’s a privilege denied to many.” 

Unknown. 

**** 

Julian Smith in 60 seconds has told of the generosity of Twiggy Forrester 

In Western Australia. Mr Forrester heard that a Respite centre was being set up for children 
with disabilities and it was in need of financial help. He has donated by cheque for Half a 

million dollars immediately. 

It is more important to do what is right than what is popular. 

Unknown. 

http://www.gloucestertri.com.au/


 

 

Wednesday 23 August 2017 

Meeting # 13631 

Quote:  “It’s better to attempt to do something great and fail than to attempt nothing 
and succeed”.   
It was great to be back in the chair this morning for our President who unfortunately has 
come down with a bout of shingles! It just shows you how stressful it can be meeting the 
expectations of over 70 Rotarians on a Wednesday morning. We all hope Michael is back at 
the helm ASAP, so get well soon!! 
 
Today we had a great presentation from the GM of Tamworth Regional Council, Paul 
Bennett. Whenever you return to Tamworth from other towns, you always feel this place is 
on the move and Paul confirmed that today with a briefing on many of the current projects 
around the city. His description of “shovel ready” projects was great and has placed the 
Council at the top of the queue when funding became available from State Government. 
Projects discussed varied from the Fitzroy Street beautification, the industrial area opposite 
the airport, upgrading of the airport and landing strip, along with the Longyard Sporting 
Complex and development of the old velodrome – all these bringing dollars and potentially 
jobs to the city.  
 
We have around 35 coming to the Bonfire / Pizza night on Saturday at Delmar, Goonoo 
Goonoo. Delmar is 18 kms past the Longyard on left hand side of highway (1 km short of 
Goonoo Goonoo Station entrance). The number on post at front is 13458 with the Delmar 
sign on front fence.  Bring a chair and refreshments and a few dollars to cover cost of 
ingredients -  plus your pizza making skills!!  
Friday night is the get together at the PO raffle so go along and support the raffle and have 
some fun with other members. Brian and Louise will be selling the tickets this week. 
 
The first Club Assembly is on August 30. Think about how you can contribute further to the 
running of the Club and any ideas you may have to further improve this great Club. We are 
looking at ways to better cover costs of breakfast each morning as we are charged for 45 
members each morning, irrespective of numbers. Obviously, if we have less than 45, the 
Club loses money. If you have a suggestion, talk with Jim Raymond or Deb Barnes from the 
Board. 
Steve Massey has been in Kokopo this week (at his own expense) to try and formalize the 
project that will secure the grant of $30,000 to go with the Club’s $30,000 to improve the 
hospital at Kokopo. This project is one that has been floating for a few years and Steve has 
maintained the energy following his year has Foundation Director to ensure the funding is 
achieved and the project goes ahead. Well done Steve. 
 
Have a great week ….. spare a thought for the Pres. 
 



 

 

Our guest speaker today was Paul Bennett who has been in local government for 30 years, 

and for the past 7 years, has been General Manager of the Tamworth Regional Council. Paul 

spoke on a number of topics and also answered questions 

Fitzroy Street and Bicentennial Park upgrade: the design will allow the Fitzroy Street area 

to be used as open plan passive recreation, or drive through when needed, with a minimum 

of changes. There will also be a water feature . 

Industrial Estate: this is near Westdale and the Gunnedah Road and Paul expects this area 

to be developed significantly in the coming years and provide a great number of jobs. 

Airport: the Council owns a lot of land around the airport which allows for expansion going 

forward. An option being seriously considered is being a hub for international freight and 

warehousing. 

 Sporting centre of excellence: the council has bought land south of the Australian Equine 

and Livestock Events Centre (AELEC) and this also allows for future expansion of that 

magnificent facility. There are also plans to construct another hockey field and then 

Tamworth will have 3 water-based hockey fields. 

Other developments: The velodrome has been sold for development. With some flight 

training leaving the Tamworth airport, Paul is confident that we will find equally suitable 

replacements, possibly even an air traffic controller training centre 

Q: Will there be a significant cost to ratepayers in the future of maintaining these 

infrastructures?  A: Some infrastructures are already costly to run, for example swimming 

pools, but are looked upon as community assets. Paul said that with the proposed 

infrastructure editions, there will be a focus on having them break even to minimise the 

cost to ratepayers. 

Q: Traffic islands currently being erected seemed to be obstructive and could become 

traffic hazards.A: Paul agreed that the kerbing around the traffic islands may have been 

designed better. However he believed the traffic islands were clearly indicated, and it 

would be the fault of any driver that ran into them. The traffic islands were designed to 

have a better balance between cars and pedestrians. 

Q: Louise Matthews complimented the Council on being a great supporter of RYLA over 

many years.A: Paul mentioned that he and the Council were passionate believers in RYLA, 

and in fact he himself attended RYLA as a teenager. He said the leadership skills learned 

were invaluable.  



 

 

Q: What can we do about the flying-foxes? A: In summary, nothing. 

Paul mentioned that they were difficult to move, and especially from 

areas where they are breeding and have young. Fireworks to scare 

and move them are not an option. 

Vote of thanks: Brodie Shields thanked Paul for his most informative 

talk Paul was introduced by Dennis Maunder who also wrote this 

report. 

 
Life isn't about waiting for the storm to pass, 

It's about learning to dance in the rain... 

Contributed by Brian Thompson 

.Ken and his wife Edna went to the state fair every year, 

And every year Ken would say: 
'Edna, I'd like to ride in that helicopter'. 

Edna always replied: 
'I know Ken, but that helicopter ride is fifty bucks, 

And fifty bucks is fifty bucks'. 
One year Ken and Edna went to the fair,  and Ken said: 

'Edna, I'm 85 years old. 
If I don't ride that helicopter, I might never get another chance'. 

To this, Edna replied: 
"Ken that helicopter ride is fifty bucks, and fifty bucks is fifty bucks'. 

The pilot overheard the couple and said: 
'Folks I'll make you a deal. I'll take the both of you for a ride. If you can stay quiet for the 

entire ride and don't say a word 
I won't charge you a penny! 

But if you say one word it's fifty dollars.' 
Ken and Edna agreed and up they went. 

The pilot did all kinds of fancy maneuvers, but not a word was heard. 
He did his daredevil tricks over and over again, 

But still not a word... 
When they landed, the pilot turned to Ken and said: 

'By golly, I did everything I could to get you to yell out, but you didn't. 
I'm impressed!' 

Ken replied: 
'Well, to tell you the truth, 

I almost said something when Edna fell out, 
But you know,  

"Fifty bucks is fifty bucks!"  



 

 

 

 

 

Rotary Club seeks young 
professionals for goodwill exchange 

to Uganda 
 
Rotary Club members of Tamworth & District are seeking 
young professionals to be part of a Group Study Exchange 
Team to visit Uganda in April/May 2018. The program in 
2018 will be centered in the Republic of Uganda. 
   
It is a program that is a unique cultural and vocational 
exchange opportunity for young business and professional 
men and women in their early years of professional life. 
The program is designed to develop professional and 
leadership skills among young adults.  

 

It offers vocational visits to observe vocations as practiced in another country as well as 
impacting on team members’ long term careers through exchange of ideas, cultural 
experiences [people, languages, diversity and institutions] and fellowship opportunities. 
  

While abroad, team members stay in Rotarians’ homes and have the opportunity to meet 
their professional counterparts. They also gain experience in public speaking through 
presentations to local Rotary Clubs and other groups about their experiences and home 
country. 
 

The cost of the exchange is approximately AUD$2,000 depending on the cost of the 
airfares and other essentials and is paid by the successful applicants while their 
nominating Rotary club covers the cost of a team blazer and the balance of the economy 
airfares as advised. The host country provides meals, lodging and group travel whilst the 
team members are in their district. Team members would pay for personal and incidental 
expenses. 
 

Young adults [both male and female] between the ages of 25 and 40 who are interested 
in applying should be employed full time in a business or profession. Applicants must live 
or be employed in our district. 
 

Rotary is an organisation of business and professional leaders united worldwide who 
provide humanitarian service and help to build goodwill and peace in the world. There 
are more than 1.231 million Rotary members in some 35,500 Rotary clubs in 540 Districts 
in 220 countries/geographic areas. 
 

For an application, please contact Philip Lyon on 0407844561. Applications are due by 
13 October 2017. 



 

 

 
 

CONVERSATION CONVOY. 
6 September 2017 carpark meeting  4pm to 5. 

 

“OUT OF THE BLUE” is a play by Stig Wemyss hosted by R U OK? in 
collaboration with Health Play The play set in a hotel bar, where locals 
have gathered to pay tribute to a mate they have lost to suicide.It offers 
a powerful pathway to sharing, conversation, action and, hopefully, 
change.  

 
 

The play will be followed by a community forum 
and light supper - including a Q&A session with 

leaders from the mental health and suicide 
prevention sector. R U OK? will also be officially 

launching 'The Mateship Manual' a practical 
resource to help you start a conversation with a 
mate or loved one who might be struggling with 

life. 

When: Wednesday 06 September Time: 7pm - 
for 7.30pm startWhere: West Tamworth League 

Club Cost: $10.00 (includes supper)Tickets 
available at The Club or via 

https://ruokevent.eventbrite.com.au“ 

https://ruokevent.eventbrite.com.au/


 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

   

Meeting Roster Wednesday 23 August Wednesday30 August Wednesday 7 September 

Venue West Diggers 6.30 for 7am West Diggers 6.30 for 7am West Diggers 6.30 for7am 

Topic 
DG Bob Ryan 

And Margaret 
Club Assembly 

Paul Sullivan & Col Pearce 

Tam Chapter Microlend .Aust 

Door Team 
Peter Hyde 

Graham Dooley 

James Treloar 

Paul Stevenson 

Les Jacob 

Brian Thompson 

Meeter & Greeter Laurence Hearne Peter Ryan Dimity Betts 

Welcome Simone Church John Treloar Tom Hellmann 

President Assist John Fogarty Ian Howle Bruce Hemmett 

Visitor Assist Elizabeth Gill Julian Smith Andrew Maughan 

Corporal Assist Phil Penman Richard Hardwick Barry Biffin 

Bulletin Notes Dennis Maunder Helen Tickle David Hinwood 

Introduction Dennis Maunder Helen Tickle David Hinwood 

Vote of Thanks Michelle Shanahan Val Hellmann Ron Allen 

60 seconds  Richard Walker Peter Hyde 

PO Raffle 18 August 25 August 1 September 

 
Brian Logan 

Louise Matthews   
Louise Matthews 

Sue O’Connor 
Sue O’Connor 
James Treloar 

Brian Logan 
 

8 September 15 September 22 September 29 September 

James Treloar 
Jim Raymond 

Richard Walker 
Jim Raymon 

 Richard Walker 
Terry Robinson 

Terry Robinson 

Corporals for August Corporals for September 

Chris Watson &Barry Biffin Steve Hawkins & Peter Bell 

Birthdays, Anniversaries and Inductions 

Members 

Birthdays 
Peter Hyde 25/8- 

Partners Birthdays nil 

Anniversaries nil 

Club Induction Max Cathcart 27/8-14 years; Michael Smith 23/8- 11 years 

 

Attendance 79% 

Make-Ups nil 

Visiting Rotarians nil 

Visitors Paul Bennett, Mitch Hanlon, Kaisa Kosunen; Peter Lenard; Mitch Soree 

Heads & Tails Andrew Maughan 

Raffle Marina Lawrence 



 

 

The Object of Rotary 

 

The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular, to 

encourage and foster:  

• FIRST. The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service;  

• SECOND. High ethical standards in business and professions; the recognition of the worthiness of all useful 

occupations; and the dignifying of each Rotarian's occupation as an opportunity to serve society;  

• THIRD. The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian's personal, business, and community life;  

• FOURTH. The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of 

business and professional persons united in the ideal of service. 

 

 

Rotary Grace 

 

O Lord and giver of all good  

We thank Thee for our daily food  

May Rotary Friends and Rotary ways  

Help us to serve Thee all our days  

 

 

The Four-Way Test 

Of the things we think, say or do 

1. Is it the TRUTH?  

2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?  

3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?  

4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

 

Tamworth—First Light 

Meets Wednesday morning, 

6:30 for 7:00 am at 

Wests Diggers 

Kable Avenue 

TAMWORTH  NSW  2340 

Phone: 02 6766 4661 

 

Club Officers and contact details  

 

President—Michael Smith  

president@tamworthfirstlight.org.au  

Secretary—Michael O’Connor 

secretary@tamworthfirstlight.org.au  

 
Other Clubs meet: 
 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Friday 

 

 

 

 

Tamworth West, West Tamworth Bowling Club, 6:30pm  

Tamworth Rotary Club, Service Club, 6:15pm  

Tamworth on Peel – (Calala Rotary), Calala Inn, 6:30pm 

Tamworth Sunrise, Sanctuary Inn, 7:00am  

 




