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Meeting 1396 

Wednesday 14 March 2018 

Quote;   Trust is like paper, once its crumbled it can never be perfect again. 
  
 Thanks to Judy Biffin for her wonderful talk on her trip to Oman with her successful lady 
tent peggers. A gold and silver away from home is always a very good result. Not only that, 
they were able to experience a very different and interesting culture. Judy and Barry Biffin 
have certainly done some wonderful things with their sport and are fantastic ambassadors 
for their country. Good luck at the Royal Easter Show to Barry and Judy. 
  
 Well done to Phil Penman, Dimity Betts, Helen Tickle, James Treloar and the team for 
their efforts with the MHERV medical van. Not sure how they pulled that off in such a 
short time but they did, just shows what a bit of quick action and team work can do. Thanks 
to Robyn Penman for her efforts in hosting Rob the Nurse, he kept them entertained 
apparently. Thanks also to all the volunteers on the two days. 
  Your club voted to reengage with the Tamworth Rugby (and sporting) Club to assist with 
bar and gate duties for the 2018 season at this week’s meeting. I see it as a fairly easy fund 
raiser and a good PR exercise, so please try to get involved if you can. We all have plenty on 
I know but it’s not a lot of time to commit to. 
  
District Conference is on this week in Armidale. Bruce Hemmett and Jane Bradford have 
big roles in helping to organise that event so many thanks to them for their part. Kaisa our 
exchange student leaves on her three week “safari” trip on Sunday after the conference 
and I know she is looking forward to that. 
  
Plenty of events coming up very soon so please volunteer your time if you can. 
 See you Wednesday 
Kind Regards 
Michael Smith 
 

WHAT’S ON 

March      14 Peter Leonard profile 

           17-24 RYLA at Yarrahapinni 

           20-23 Science and Engineering 21 Rotary at TRECC 

           28 Visit of Queen & Princess 

APRIL       6-22  NZ tour 

            8 Sunday  Pedal the Peel 

MAY        26  District Assembly at Gunnedah 

JUNE        16  Change over Dinner   

 



 

 

Visit by Ugandan GSE Team 

On Wednesday, Thursday and Friday last week Tamworth Rotary Clubs hosted a GSE Team 
of four (4) Rotarians from Uganda. The visit to Tamworth was a success with attendance at 
Calala Rotary Club meeting and guided tours arranged through Andromeda, the Tamworth 
Base Hospital, Agricultural Institute, AELEC and the Powerhouse Museum. 

These tours were extremely beneficial as they related to the qualifications and areas of 
interest of the GSE Members. 

Many thanks are due to the host families, Ian & Angie Pearson (Sunrise) and Col & Vicki 
Quast (Tamworth West). Special thanks also go to the people who helped with the daily 
hosting and especially Brian & Sue Thompson, Brian Logan, Laurie Hearne and Margaret 
Lyon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ugandan GSE Team at Andromeda with Raymond McLaren 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ugandan GSE Team touring Tamworth Base Hospital 



 

 

Tamworth Rugby Draw 

Round 1-7 April-St Alberts College 

• Round 3-21 April-Robb College 

• Round 6-19MAY18-Barbarians 

• Round 7-26MAY18-Armidale City 

• Round 9-16 June-St Alberts College 

• Round 11-7 July-Glen Inness/Tenterfield 

• Round 12-14July-Robb College 

• Round 14-28July-Glen Innes/Tenterfield 
  



 

 

 

 

This was taken at Jim and Carmel’s Farewell 
luncheon at Goonoo Goonoo Station. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presentation by Michael to Jim   

 

 

 

                   

 

 

A man was walking down the street , when he was accosted by a particularly dirty and 
shabby-looking homeless man who asked him for a couple of dollars for dinner. 
The man took out his wallet , extracted ten dollars and asked : "If I give you this money, will 
you buy some beer with it instead of dinner?" 
"No , I had to stop drinking years ago ," the homeless man replied. 
 "Will you spend this on green fees at a golf course instead of food ?" the man asked 

 "Are you NUTS !"  replied the homeless man.  "I haven't played golf in 20 years!" 
 "Well ," said the man,  "I'm not going to give you money.  Instead , I'm going to take you 
home for a hot shower and a terrific dinner cooked by my wife." 
 The homeless man was astounded.  "Won't your wife be furious with you for doing that?  
 The man replied : "That's okay.  It's important for her to see what a man looks like after he 
has given up drinking and golf." 



 

 

Presentation – Judy Biffin 
Present Role – Administration Manager Oxley High School 
Topic 
Tent Pegging Ladies Competition- Judging 
History Of Tent Pegging 
Tent Pegging is a military exercise whereby a group of mounted soldiers would ride through 
an enemy camp in a pre-dawn raid, removing the pegs which held the tents in place, with 
the tips of their sharp spears. Foot soldiers could then attack the enemy as they struggled 
to get out from under the collapsed tents. 
 The Australian Light Horse ) used Tentpegging as a training exercise during World War 1. 
The Australian Light Horse has been demonstrating Tentpegging at Royal Shows as far back 
as the 1930’s. 
 In 1964 the first Australian Civilian Tentpegging team was formed in Deniliquin, NSW and 
they were invited to compete at the Melbourne Royal Show. 
 International events are becoming more frequent with growth of the sport in countries 
such as South Africa, Namibia, India, Pakistan, Israel, Great Britain, Netherlands, USA, 
Canada, and New Zealand. 
 Judy whilst not a horse rider herself took up the role as a judge with the knowledge she 
acquired attending events with Barry her husband. To promote the sport they attend many 
Pony Clubs to entice both boys and girls to take up the sport but for some the requirement 
of travel does create  obstacles for some. 
 This role has taken her to many interesting and unusual places in the world and met some 
very interesting people along the way.  
 In places like Oman the sport is very well patronised and is backed by many people who 
have the unlimited resources to have the events organised. What makes it more interesting 
are the places where competition is held that are very different to Australian conditions and 
landscape. Some areas experience days of over 50 degrees with people choosing not to 
venture out until after 5pm which makes it like a nocturnal lifestyle. 
 At the Oman Competition Australia competed strongly being awarded Second being 
outperformed by South Africa coming first. 
As many competitors have links to government agencies and  the military they often will 
provide assistance and make things happen with no fuss. Various countries were 
represented Great Britain, Australia, Russia, Egypt, South Africa, and Jordan. 
 Many of the locations of the competitions provide many experiences with huge shopping 
malls and diverse choices you can buy really anything you require. 
 Tent pegging is a sport I really enjoy as it takes you all around the world to see the sight 
and meet so many interesting people from varied countries and cultures and not always 
being able to understand their language. 
 Kind Regards 
 
Graham Dooley  
  
  



 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 Judy was thanked by Lesley 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the Penman clan. A bouncing 
big boy Frederick Tiger. All well. 

 

Congratulations to James Treloar  at last 
recognised for his dedication to Tamworth  

He is now a freeman of the city and has the keys 
to the city. 

 

John Treloar gave a SIXTY seconds address. A tour of India with a Herbs and Spices specialist. 
John also witness a Hindu cremation on the Ganges River. This is a men only affair and signifies 
the end of the persons life cycle. 

 

The Mens’ Van produced some interesting comments Should it be that colour? Should it be that 
big? Should it be that small? And others. In all 87 persons were examined and now have the results. 

 

Pedal the Peel Guessing Competition books have been distributed. Posters are now displayed over 
town. 

 

REMEMBER ON 21 MARCH WE ARE HAVING OUR MEETING AND BREAKFAST AT TRC. 

NO BREAKFAST AT DIGGERS. 

 

Life is like a great trapeze, 

To move forward and really live, 

We must dare to let go. 

Jane Walsh. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Wednesday 14 March  
West Diggers 6.30 for 7am 

Wednesday 21 March 
6.30 for 7am TRECC 

Wednesday 28 March 
West Diggers 6.30 for 7am 

Topic 
Peter Leonard profile       

Two inductions 
Science & Engineering Visit from Queen & Princess 

Door Team 
Dwone Jones 

 

Terry Robinson 

Helen Tickle 

Paul Stevenson 

James Treloar 

Meeter & Greeter Peter Ryan  Robert Sharp 

Welcome Michelle Shanahan  Philip Penman 

President Assist Richard Walker  Maxwell Cathcart 

Visitor Assist John Treloar  Ron Allen 

Corporal Assist David Hinwood  Dennis Johnson 

Bulletin Notes Andrew Maughan  Barry Biffin 

Introduction Andrew Maughan  Barry Biffin 

Vote of Thanks Brian Logan  Richard Hardwick 

60 seconds    

PO Raffle 16 March 23 March 30 March 

NOW @6.30 
Phil Heffernan 
Paul Stevenson 

Paul Stevenson 

 
Steve Hawkins 

Michael O’Connor 
John Worldon 

 

6 April 13 April 20 April 27 April 

Steve Hawkins 
Tom Hellmann 

 

Tom Hellmann 
Sue O’Connor 

Sue O’Connor 
?Marina Lawrence 

?Marina Lawrence 
 

Corporals for March Corporals for April 

Phil Penman & Steve Massey Bruce Hemmett & Maureen Thornton 

Birthdays, Anniversaries and Inductions 
Members 

Birthdays 
Louise Matthews 24/3; Sue O’Connor 27/3; Peter Ryan 26/3; Maureen Thornton 22/3 

Partners Birthdays Kerry Walker 25/3 

Anniversaries  

Club Induction )Lesley Hood 27/3  (5) 

 

Attendance 75% 

Make-Ups nil 

Visiting Rotarians nil 

Visitors Stacie Welk  ,Kaylene Grills, Carmel Raymond, Paul Crosby, Juno Betts, Judy Biffin 

Heads & Tails Jim Raymond 

Raffle  



 

 

The Object of Rotary 

 

The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular, to 

encourage and foster:  

• FIRST. The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service;  

• SECOND. High ethical standards in business and professions; the recognition of the worthiness of all useful 

occupations; and the dignifying of each Rotarian's occupation as an opportunity to serve society;  

• THIRD. The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian's personal, business, and community life;  

• FOURTH. The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of 

business and professional persons united in the ideal of service. 

 

 

Rotary Grace 

 

O Lord and giver of all good  

We thank Thee for our daily food  

May Rotary Friends and Rotary ways  

Help us to serve Thee all our days  

 

 

The Four-Way Test 

Of the things we think, say or do 

1. Is it the TRUTH?  

2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?  

3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?  

4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

 

Tamworth—First Light 

Meets Wednesday morning, 

6:30 for 7:00 am at 

Wests Diggers 

Kable Avenue 

TAMWORTH  NSW  2340 

Phone: 02 6766 4661 

 

Club Officers and contact details  

 

President—Michael Smith  

president@tamworthfirstlight.org.au  

Secretary—Michael O’Connor 

secretary@tamworthfirstlight.org.au 

 
Other Clubs meet: 
 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Friday 

 

 

 

 

Tamworth West, West Tamworth Bowling Club, 6:30pm  

Tamworth Rotary Club, Service Club, 6:15pm  

Tamworth on Peel – (Calala Rotary), Calala Inn, 6:30pm 

Tamworth Sunrise, Sanctuary Inn, 7:00am  

 




