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President:  Brian Logan 
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The Life of Brian 

Quote of the week 

The wise man doesn't give the right answers, he poses the right questions. ... 

 

Joke of the week 

When I see lovers' names carved in a tree, I don't think it's sweet. I just think it's surprising how many people bring a 
knife on a date. 

 

Guest speaker  

Our National Youth Science Forum participant Thom Melville gave us an interesting talk on his experience with 
attending this year’s forum. Thom expressed just how huge the options are in his endeavours to choose a career 
path and how exciting the NYSF program was to be part of. 

 

Notices: 

• We need assistance in obtaining volunteers for the Science and Engineers Challenge 19th to 22nd March. If 
you can help, please contact Glenn McIntosh. 

 

• Don’t forget the breakfast meeting on 20th March is moved to the dinner timeslot. This is a great evening 
and well worth attending. Please consider this and contact Glenn McIntosh if you are able to attend. 

 

• If you think you may have a candidate for this year’s RYLA, please contact Louise Matthews to discuss. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_-q9xeOgG4


 

Science and Engineering challenge – 18-22 March. Volunteers needed! Dinner Invite! 
 

We need Volunteers to assist with the running of activities! 

Can you please consider putting aside a few hours for this 
cause between 19-22 March. 

The hours are 9.30am to 2.30pm or a half day if preferred. 

Please see the attached flyer for more details. 

This is a massively fun worthwhile annual activity for our club, 
bringing a lot of joy and education to our children. 

It’s aim and your involvement will inspire and generate 
interest and possibly a career in STEM, science technology 
engineering and mathematics. 

 

Please contact for your expression of interest to assist on 
any of the day(s). 

Courtney Priestley  

0488621339 - courtney1priestley@gmail.com 

Glenn McIntosh 

0401 558 776 - gmcintosh@internode.on.net 

 

S&E Dinner- Replacing Wednesday AM meeting. 

 

  



 



 

  



 

 

Red Cross Lifeblood 
 

After a great talk from Red Cross Lifeblood guest speaker Scott 
Morrison, our club has set up a donation team!  

If you don’t yet donate blood, platelets or plasma, please consider – 
it is quick, easy, and painless- and for a great cause too. Plasma can 
be donated every 2 weeks, and takes about 20min. Blood can be 
donated every 3 months, and takes about 10min. 

 

Our local donation centre is in the Homemakers centre, Ringers Rd Tamworth.  

 

Lifeblood has a nifty app for viewing your total donations and that of your team, as well as allowing quick booking of 
your next appointment. Visit your app store and download for iPhone or Android. 

 

When donating, consider joining our RCTFL Team – “Rotary of Australia Club of Tamworth First Light” – this will allow 
us to track our overall donations, and number of lives saved through our efforts! 

 

And if you need more convincing- after donation you can have a drink and a snack!  

 

Many thanks to Charlotte for setting this up following our talk from Scott.  

 

    

https://apps.apple.com/au/app/donate-blood/id1438603103
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=au.com.donateblood.donorapp.prod&hl=en


 

Clean Up australia day- Wrap up 
 

Clean up Australia day 2024 was a huge success. 

A mix of Rotarians, Students and teachers from McCarthy College, and members from our community attended the 
event, with approx. 16 people in attendance (at our event, which was one of many throughout Tamworth).  

The effort focused on the Paradise park area of the Peel River, resulting in 16 bags of rubbish, 1 cylinder head from 
an engine, 1 broken camp chair, 3 snapped fishing rods. We even managed to find time for some fishing! Catching 11 
shopping trolleys from underneath the Scott Rd Bridge! Who needs a cod when you can pull one of these monsters 
from the murky depths!!! 

Thanks to all who were involved, Thanks to Naomi for organising. If anyone has the NDL newspaper article on our 
event, please send it on to your bulletin editor. Cheers! 

 
Pre-start meeting and PPE issue. Glenn was spruiking to get S&E challenge volunteers straight out of the gate! 



 

 
The final round up of rubbish. Tamworth Regional council attended to remove this from site shortly after.  

 
Fishing with purpose- with some straps and muscle, we were able to clean up this mess from our Peel River.  

  



 

Thanks from Deb Barnes 
 

Deb offers the club a big Thank you for the loan of the RCTFL gazebo during the country club water polo 
championships in Tamworth last weekend.  

Three competition days and 3 hot days in a row and some rain so the gazebo was very much appreciated. 

-Cheers, Deb  

 

 

 
  



 

TCMF Cavalcade – Recognition 
Peter Johnston attended a ceremony at the Tamworth Community Centre last Friday to pick up our club’s Certificate 
of Appreciation for the marshalling our keen volunteer members did during the CMF Parade.  

There was a donation pledge to the club for our efforts- stay tuned for further details! 

 

   



 

 
  



 

 
All members are invited to attend our birthday party on April 12th. Join us for First Light Meat Raffles 6-7pm, after 
have a drink for Maciek (since he can't) and stay for dinner. 

 

If staying for dinner, please rsvp to Marina. Dinner and drinks at own cost. There will be cake, of course. 

 

If you'd like to chip in a few dollars for Maciek's present, please see Marina. We are hoping to get him an experience 
that is either scuba diving / snorkelling or wind surfing.  

 

Maciek is 18 on April 12th 

Marina is 40 on May 13th 

  



 

Guest Speaker- Thomas Melville - NYSF experience:  
 

Good morning.  

My name is Thomas Melville. I’m a student at McCarthy Catholic College, and am currently in Year 12. Earlier this 
year, I was lucky enough to be sponsored by First Light Rotary to attend the National Youth Science Forum, or NYSF 
for short. This was an incredible chance given to me, expanding my horizons in various ways and providing 
opportunities unavailable in a regional area such as Tamworth.  

 

Running from the 12th to the 20th of January, the NYSF program aimed to give students a broader understanding of 
study and career opportunities in STEM fields. These ranged from a myriad of diverse fields, including research based 
careers, such as a research fellow, defense and government based careers, including the ADF and CSIRO, industry 
based careers, like working as an engineer for a corporation, and various others. Before attending the program, I was 
unaware of the existence of many of these careers, let alone what they would entail. This made NYSF extremely 
beneficial to me, as it broadened my understanding of possible futures I could pursue. The event was able to show 
me how STEM was applied in each workplace, the various ways one could reach employment through tertiary 
education, and the fun I could look forward to after graduation.  

 

Across the nine days, we were able to visit various workplaces, to see the day to day of these jobs. My personal 
favourite of these was my visit to Boeing Defense. While on site at the main Boeing Defence office, we got to talk to 
employees and learn about some of the projects they have worked on over the years. One thing that got me excited 
were some planes and helicopters that were fully designed from Australia: the blueprints were created from scratch 
by Boeing Defence Australia, the materials were sourced from Australians, the prototyping and testing were all 
conducted on Australian soil, ultimately producing a wholly Australian product. I’m not the most patriotic person, 
but knowing that we had the ability to do all this, instead of outsourcing to other countries, was extremely cool. It 
really gave me a perspective on the diversity and depth within Australia’s industry.  

 

In addition to these “STEM visits”, NYSF also had both a physical and online careers day for the attendees. We were 
able to talk with the majority of Australia’s universities, learning what courses they offered, their range of sponsors, 
and the different features of each campus. For example, ANU is a more research-based university, with a lower 
student to teacher ratio than usual. I must admit, these talks became repetitive after a while, with many universities 
saying the exact same thing. Despite this, the careers day was able to provide clarity on paths to future studies, 
transforming my nebulous, vague perceptions of university into a clearer understanding.  

 

In between these events was the best part of NYSF: socializing with the other participants. In the session I attended, 
there were about 200-250 people, with an equal number going to the Canberra session a week previously. Out of 
them, every one shared a passion for STEM; a gathering of like-minded people you would not see in Tamworth. 
Everyone I met was friendly, welcoming, and equally as excited to discuss topics like mathematical proofs, or 
titrations in chemistry: conversations that I don’t think anyone I know would be interested in. For the first time in my 
life, I had found a group of people who I just… clicked with, if that makes sense. By far this was my favourite aspect 
of the event, and the friends that I've made will remain with me for years to come.  

 

If there was one negative for the program, it was Covid. The virus was present from day three onward, but was 
managed quite well across the two events. I believe there were about 10 cases in Canberra, and 26 in Brisbane, 
which, although many, could have been much greater. The staff members and participants were very mature for 
automatically isolating and testing in the presence of any symptoms so as to not ruin the experience for others, 
which I appreciate greatly. 

 

Overall, NYSF was a fantastic opportunity given to me. It showed me aspects of careers in STEM that I had never 
considered, bringing me in contact with various experts and sources of advice. I would wholeheartedly recommend 
the program to anyone interested in these fields, and I look forward to getting involved in future programs and 
events as an Alumni.  

 



 

                  

 

    

Thomas presenting to the club about his NYSF experience The obligatory photo of people standing. 
L-R: Richard Hardwick, Thomas Melville, Brian Logan 

Richard asking for his pen back Richard attempting to justify why the pen was his  



 

Funny Corner- member submission by Alice 



 

  



 

 
Rotary Events Calendar Date 

▪ Sergeant’s Dinner ▪ Coming SOON!!! 

▪ District 9660 Conference  ▪ 15-17 March 2024 

▪ Science and Engineering Challenge  ▪ March 18-22 – VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!! 

▪ Marina’s Birrhday ▪ 12th April PO Hotel 

▪ NWRCE – Careers Expo ▪ 14-15 May 

▪ RI Convention Singapore ▪ 25-29 May 2024 

▪ RYLA 2024 ▪ 1-8 June 2024 

▪ RYPEN 2024 ▪ 14-16 June 

▪ RC Tamworth First Light Changeover Dinner ▪ Sat 15.06.2024 

▪ Red Cross Lifeblood Donation team  ▪ Rotary Australia Club of Tamworth First Light 

 

Social Calendar Date 

• Post Office Raffles Social Night 

• RCTFL Christmas lunch party 

• 3rd Friday of the Month (19.01.2024) 

• Sunday 10/12/22, 11:30am - TCBC 

 

Useful links (click to open!) 

• Tamworth First Light Website • RCTFL Facebook page 

• District 9660 Website • Rotary District 9660 Members Page 

• Rotary International Website • Rotary District 9660 Public Facebook 

• DACDB Member and Club Portal  

 

Board Members 2023-24 

President – Brian Logan Secretary – Liz Gill 

Treasurer – Dennis Maunder Executive Secretary – Richard Hardwick 

Club Admin – Courtney Priestley Membership – Bev Fletcher 

Public Relations – Alice Elsley Community Service – Peter Johnston 

Youth – Hannah Woods Rotary Foundation – Bruce Hemmett 

Youth Protection – Bruce Hemmett President Elect – Sue O’Connor 

Board Meeting 2nd Tuesday of the Month- Tuesday 12.03.2024, 5.30pm, TCBC. 

 

 

https://www.tamworthfirstlight.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/tamworthfirstlightrotary
https://www.rotary9660.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/994961830997038
https://www.rotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/RotaryDistrict9660
https://www.dacdb.com/
https://as2.ftcdn.net/v2/jpg/05/91/57/23/1000_F_591572353_i1jqhKHNyzXHmvDGCFbANvZBxY8A5M3u.jpg


 

 13th March 20th March 27th March 3rd April 

Topic Life in France S&E Dinner 
Arts National in 

Tamworth 
Club Assembly 

Location 
Tamworth City 
Bowling Club 

Gregory’s on 
Goonoo Goonoo  

Tamworth City 
Bowling Club 

Tamworth City 
Bowling Club 

Guest speaker  Automne Quade TBA Peter Johnston Board 

Sergeant Mitch Soree Mitch Soree Mitch Soree Mitch Soree 

Corporal 
Louise Matthews 

Diane Petterson 
 Michael Smith Brian Thompson 

Meeter & Greeter Aurelie Quade  Bruce Hemmett Diane Petterson 

Door Team 
John Rouvray 

Peter Ryan 
Glenn Mcintosh 

Aurelie Quade 

Hugh Raadgever 

John Rouvray 

Peter Ryan 

President Assist Deb Barnes  *Deb Barnes Helen Tickle 

Visitor Assist Michael Smith Mal Turnbull Courtney Priestley Bev Fletcher 

Welcome Brian Thompson  Richard Walker Hannah Woods 

Bulletin Notes & 

Introduction 
Helen Tickle  *Diane Petterson  Brett White 

Vote of Thanks James Treloar  Terry Robinson Richard Walker 

• *Denotes a change. Roster roles are randomly assigned. If you cannot commit to a rostered duty for your club, please speak to your 

fellow Rotarians to arrange a replacement and let Mitch know. Look for the easter eggs in this bulletin, and tell me what you find.   

 

POST OFFICE RAFFLE – FRIDAYS - 6:00 – 7:00PM 

15th March 22nd March 
29th March  

Good Friday 
5th April 12th April 

Richard Walker 

Bruce Hemmett 

Bruce Hemmett 

Sue O’Connor 
 

Courtney 
Priestley 

Mal Turnbull 

Mal Turnbull 

James Treloar 

 

BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, AND INDUCTIONS 

Members Birthdays NIL 

Partners Birthdays NIL 

Anniversaries NIL 

Club Induction Naomi Blakey 6yrs 

 

Attendance 62% Lolly Jar Raffle Alice Elsley 

Make-Ups Nil Heads and Tails Dennis Maunder 

Visiting Rotarians Nil 

Visitors Magic, Martin, Tom Melville and Dimmi Gouvoussis, Annabel Russ 

https://www.nyan.cat/

